
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dubbo Artz inc. 

 

PO Box 356 
Dubbo NSW 2830 

ABN: 26 873 857 048 
www.dubboartz.org.au 

 
Secretary – Leonie Ward 

Phone or Fax: 6882 6852 
Mobile: 0409 826 850 

Email: hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com 
 

President – Di Clifford 
Phone: 6882 0498 
Email: di.clifford15@gmail.com 
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Thank you to all 

those who took the 

time to contribute 

to this edition 
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Dubbo Artz 
Membership 
Entitlements 

*Concession tickets to 
DRTCC shows  
*Concession 

subscriptions for 
DRTCC Season 

Subscription  
*Bi-monthly 

newsletters brimming 
with regional cultural 

events and news 
mailed or emailed 

directly to you  
 

Spread the Word! 

Being a member of 
Dubbo Artz allows you 
to go to performances 
at the Theatre for the 

Concession Ticket 
price – Don’t forget to 
use your membership 

card to access this 
great offer!  

Support Dubbo Artz! 

 

 

 

Dubbo Cultural Forum 
The Inaugural Dubbo Cultural Forum was held on Tuesday 19 November with 
approximately 50 people representing the volunteer cultural community of Dubbo 
present.  
The initial call for a cultural forum came via the Dubbo City Council’s (DCC) 2036 
initiative and was listed in the DCC 2011/2012 Annual Report under Community 
Services as a priority for 2012/2013. “Establish a Dubbo Arts/Cultural Forum to meet 
on a quarterly basis to discuss marketing of facilities and services and co-
operative/complementary services and activities”.  
Dubbo Artz, as the existing volunteer umbrella arts organisation was appointed by the 
DCC Community Services Director David Dwyer to facilitate the Cultural Forum. This 
appointment was made on the basis of Dubbo Artz’ ability to fulfil this role from past 
lobbying and representational experience. As a volunteer, autonomous, self-funded 
organisation, Dubbo Artz also holds the unique position within the Dubbo Community 
to be able to lobby Government entities with full immunity because of financial 
independence.  
There has been quite a lot of discussion and even some innuendo from a few corners 
of the Dubbo community that the Cultural Forum is overlapping or impinging on the 
role of Council Committees such as the Dubbo Event Network.  There are many tiers to 
community involvement within government, as well as many different opinions and 
procedures as to how this should occur.  These issues, pertaining solely to the Dubbo 
Cultural Forum, need to be clarified in order that all stakeholders are offered 
maximum support and opportunity to express needs, ideas or concerns with equity 
and respect. 

 Why Dubbo Artz? As previously stated Dubbo Artz holds a unique position as well 
as opportunity to lobby on behalf of the Cultural Community. Dubbo Artz has 
evolved serving the community, for over 50 years, in its role as Arts Council of 
Dubbo, thus able to bring to the table the goodwill and passion needed to 
represent the Cultural Community. 

 Dubbo Artz is in constant consultation with DCC Community Services Director to 
interpret and develop the original intention of the proposal put forward for the 
2036 Initiative. 

 It is the intention of the Cultural Forum, facilitated by Dubbo Artz, to empower the 
many and varied volunteer cultural organisations within the Dubbo community to 
have an organised and united voice.  

 Dubbo Artz gratefully acknowledges the support and co-operation of Council and 
Government bodies, such as the WPCC, DRTCC and Orana Arts in this initiative. 
However, these organisations, although welcome to attend, were not targeted to 
participate in the Dubbo Cultural Forum as they already have their own significant 
conduit directly to Council and/or the State /Federal Governments.  

 It is the intention of Dubbo Artz that the Cultural Forum not be restricted to any 
one particular community issue, such as the promotion of events, however to 
embrace all ideas and needs raised, to not only strengthen the Dubbo Cultural 
Community, but the broader community as well. 

 
The Dubbo Artz Committee is very pleased with the outcome of the Inaugural Dubbo 
Cultural Forum and look forward to actioning the resolutions put forward by the 
organisations in attendance. Some of the ideas and needs discussed at the Forum 
include: 

 The need for a Cultural Officer to be employed by the Dubbo City Council to 
possibly cover areas of event management/co-ordination as well as funding 
grants applications and assistance.  

 Easily accessible “Community Calender” for the equitable and positive 
promotion of all events within the Dubbo Area. 

 Community Cultural Awards be considered for the Dubbo Australia Day 
Celebrations. 

The next Dubbo Cultural Forum is currently scheduled for Tuesday 17 February 2014  

 
The Dubbo 

Artz 
Committee 

Wish all 
members a 
very Happy 
Christmas 
And a Safe 

and 
Prosperous 

New Year 
 

 
 

 

Renewal of 
Dubbo Artz 

Membership for 
2014 

Please complete the 

membership form 

included in this 

newsletter and 

return with your 

renewal fee of $20 

as per instructions  

http://www.dubboartz.org.au/
mailto:hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com
mailto:di.clifford15@gmail.com
mailto:hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com
mailto:hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com
http://www.facebook.com/business/dashboard/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As It Is – From Di 
There appears to be a 'festival' mood in the air. 

Festivals, of course, have a proud tradition over 

many, many centuries, around the world. 

Religious festivals, pagan celebrations and more 

... significant seasonal or historical events have 

provided reasons for small and large groups to 

party!! and, party time can be very elastic. 

Many of my friends and acquaintances relate 

wonderful tales of exotic presentations, with the 

human experience being enhanced in amazing and 

stimulating ways, in places small and large, near 

and far. 

I have had a few charming festival experiences 

myself, in S-E Asia, UK, Ireland, Canada and 

Europe. Who can remember seeing TV footage of 

the Tour de France, with stunning embellishments 

to the rural scene between urban centres? Apart 

from the gruelling challenges for the Tour's 

entrants, that sure is a stunning 

Festival! Anywhere, locals get out and proudly, 

and often inventively, celebrate their own history 

and geography in art and music, food and drink, 

theatre and dance.  

On our own shores, who can forget the mighty 

celebrations in Brisbane for Expo 88? (Where, for 

me, street theatre came into its own). Then there 

was the Sydney Olympics!! 

Byron Bay, Tamworth, Deniliquin, Parkes, 

Bourke, Bathurst, Orange, Canowindra, 

Tullamore, Young and even Boorowa (running of 

the sheep) are just some of the centres in NSW 

where festivals are a regular part of the annual 

calendar. For some towns they are almost a 

constant. 

Dubbo, as we have seen, is eager to get into 

festival mode. Let us energetically support 

committee endeavours in Dubbo to build the 

Dream Festival each year. Most people have heard 

the tale of a few people gathered in Anne Steel’s 

private home in Parkes, to celebrate Elvis Presley 

in the early 1990’s. This gathering was the 

beginning of the Elvis Festival for Parkes. 

It is wonderful to have festival committee 

members who are visionary, knowledgeable, and 

in touch with the grassroots vibe of their 

community. When they network strongly and 

constantly and are keen to celebrate local flavours, 

strength and 'points of difference' with unique 

appeal, the entire community is the richer. Our 

new Cultural Forum meeting regime may provide 

powerful results in the future. Long live the 

Dubbo festival mood. 

I wish to now take this opportunity to, on behalf 

of the Dubbo Artz Committee, wish everyone a 

very happy Christmas, and a bright and 

prosperous New Year. May you all remain safe 

and well, and have a wonderful summer break. 

 Anyone feeling unsure of what to buy for a 

special local loved one may wish to consider 

a  2014 Dubbo Artz membership; rather useful for 

someone 'who has everything'. The theatre 

subscription concession is just one significant 

benefit of Dubbo Artz membership, of course. 

I hope to see you all, at the many wonderful 

events in our local district, in 2014 and beyond.  

Di Clifford - President 
 

 

Presented by Dubbo Jazz and Dundullimal Homestead. 

Bring family and friends or organise your workplace 
to share Xmas cheer and the delightful outdoor 

heritage ambience of the Homestead. 
 

Soak up sultry award winning sounds of PARISSA BOUAS 
‘Billie Holliday meets Tom Waits in a Parisian café’ as she launches her 

brand new CD Full Force of the Wind. 
 

Dress 20s Gatsby style and enjoy the gypsy swing jazz guitar, accordion 

and violin sounds of the five-piece band - FEEL THE MANOUCHE 

featuring the legendary GEORGE WASHINGMACHINE. 

BYO picnic - BBQ & Bar service available - No BYO alcohol  
Gourmet Scotch Fillet and sausage sandwiches available on the night. 

Dundullimal tasting plates from $15. 
 

Bar includes beer, Red Earth wines, bubbly, cider. 
Pre-order your Xmas Tim Tam Cocktail $10! 

 
Adults: $20; Concession, National Trust & Dubbo Jazz Members $15; 

Children: $8; Family (2+2) $50 
 

 
LOCAL COLLECTORS 
This exhibition features works from 

the collections of residents of Dubbo 

and surrounds. It presents an 

alternative view of the region by 

examining the tastes and possessions 

of its citizens.  

OFFICIAL OPENING 

FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER | 6PM 
  

 

WANDERLUST  
 JUDE CRAWFORD 
Wanderlust features large abstract 

paintings which dispense with the 

foreground, mid-ground and 

background in an attempt to focus on 

the feeling and atmosphere of a place 

or landscape rather than its physical 

appearance.  

OFFICIAL OPENING 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER | 2PM 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Consultation Session 
Wednesday 11 December 

11am-2.30pm 
Western Plains Cultural Centre 

Minister for the Arts, George Souris, 
has released for public consultation the 
Discussion Paper, Framing the future, 
developing an arts and cultural policy 
for NSW as the first step in developing 
the State’s first Arts and Cultural 
Policy.   
  
Following considerable interest from 
arts and cultural participants in the 
Central West of NSW, Arts NSW have 
added an additional facilitated 
workshop at Dubbo on 11 December 
2013, to allow a greater range of 
regional stakeholders to contribute to 
the development of the policy. 
 
If you are interested in attending this 
event please register at 
acp@arts.nsw.gov.au. You can 
download the discussion paper for this 
consultation session online at 
www.arts.nsw.gov.au/indea.php/about
-us/our-work/nsw-arts-and-cultural-
policy/   
 
If you cannot make the event, but still 
want to have your say you can provide 
feedback to Arts NSW via: 
http://engage.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au
/nsw-acp?module=news#tool 
http://engage.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au
/nsw-acp?module=survey#tool 
 email to acp@arts.nsw.gov.au 
Closing date for submissions is close of 
business 20 December 2013. 
 

 

Friday 18 July to Saturday 26 July 2014 

DRTCC Subscription Season Show  
Choose a minimum of 5 shows to be a Subscriber! 

 
Join us with our production of the life and times of a legend of Australian 

music, the Wild One, the man who created a revolution in the Australian 

entertainment business. Follow the story of Johnny O’Keefe’s battle to get 

promoters to book Australian acts instead of American stars at the Stadium. 

Success for Johnny comes at a price… 

J.O’K was the first Australian rock’n’roll performer to tour the United States, 

the first Australian artist to make the Australian Top 40 charts and he remains 

Australia’s most successful chart performer, with twenty-nine Top 40 hits to his 

credit in Australia between 1959 and 1974 – perfect ingredients for a great 

musical! 

The talented members of Dubbo Theatre Company will have you Sing, Sing, 

Singing as we revisit this unbelievable era – the beginning of Rock’n’Roll in 

Australia. 

Tickets available at www.drtcc.com.au 

Don’t forget to include “SHOUT” in your 
DRTCC season subscription 

Book  
your  
tickets  
now for  
Dubbo Theatre 
Company’s 
presentation of 

“SHOUT!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dubbo Bridge Club 
 

Meets to play Bridge: 
Wednesday 10.00am   

Thursday 7.00pm 
Saturday 1.00pm 

 
Dubbo Bridge Club Hall  

Elston Park - Bultje St Dubbo 
Lessons are offered when need arises 

 
Contact: Jane North 6882 5107 

 

mailto:acp@arts.nsw.gov.au
http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/indea.php/about-us/our-work/nsw-arts-and-cultural-policy/
http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/indea.php/about-us/our-work/nsw-arts-and-cultural-policy/
http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/indea.php/about-us/our-work/nsw-arts-and-cultural-policy/
http://artsoutwest.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea51e758f26936bcb38d51e79&id=f2e32ca831&e=01b5dc3525
http://artsoutwest.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea51e758f26936bcb38d51e79&id=f2e32ca831&e=01b5dc3525
http://artsoutwest.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ea51e758f26936bcb38d51e79&id=cae82825fd&e=01b5dc3525
http://artsoutwest.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ea51e758f26936bcb38d51e79&id=cae82825fd&e=01b5dc3525
mailto:acp@arts.nsw.gov.au
http://www.drtcc.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUBBO ARTZ INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP TO DECEMBER 31 2014 

Please fill out the form below and return it with your payment of $20.00. 

Renewal Membership – Email details to hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com or post to PO Box 356 Dubbo 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address:      _______________________________________________________ 

Email Address:        _______________________________________________________ 

Amount Paid:       _______________________Date:__________________________ 

Signed:        _________________________________________ 

Bank Transfer details - 
Name of Account: Dubbo Artz Inc – BSB: 082 564 – Account No: 895921731 

Please remember to type in your name in the “from” section. 
 

A receipt will be issued by return email, followed by your membership card by mail or both by mail.  

If wanting to purchase subscriptions at the DRTCC present receipt if card has not arrived. 

 

 

JOIN THE DUBBO FIELD NATURALIST AND CONSERVATION SOCIETY (DFN&CS) 
Fostering interest, knowledge and enjoyment in natural history and conservation since 1977 
Cost of membership is $30 per household per annum.  
Membership forms and further information can be accessed at www.dubbofieldnats.org.au 
 
DFN&CS will be in recess for December 2013 and January 2014  

 

 

mailto:hopetoun-ward@bigpond.com
http://www.dubbofieldnats.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   TO BE HELD OVER 2 DAYS AT 
THE WESTERN PLAINS CULTURAL CENTRE - WINGEWARRA ST DUBBO 

 

FRIDAY 31 JANUARY & MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2014 
BETWEEN 10.00AM & 12.00 NOON 

  
U3A DUBBO - Offering unique Learning experiences to seniors 

in Dubbo and the surrounding districts for over 20 years 
 

Further Enquiries:              PO Box 962      

Col Jones - 6887 8245                 Dubbo NSW 2830  

www.dubbo.u3anet.org.au 
 

      

              

 

 

 

 
Connecting Australians in Singing 

 
With Christmas just around the corner the 
Sing Australia Dubbo group has a very 
busy schedule planned for November and 
December. 
Monday 2 December – Dubbo Day View 
Club’s Christmas party 
Saturday 7 December – Dubbo Farmers 
Markets - Christmas Juke Box.  This is our 
special Christmas fundraiser for a local 
charity. For a donation you select a song 
from our list that we will sing for you. Join 
the fun and help our local community. 
Friday 13 December – Geurie Carols in 
the park  
Saturday 14 December – Horizons Village 
Christmas Party 
Friday 20 December – Christmas carols at 
the Dubbo Community Kitchen 
Saturday 21 December – Coboco 
Christmas Party 
Our final rehearsal night for the year will 
be Monday 16 December. We will resume 
Monday 20 January 2014. 
The members of Sing Australia would like 
to thank the people of Dubbo for their 
ongoing support and we look forward to 
another busy year in 2014 when we can 
again bring a little music and joy into the 
lives of the residents of Dubbo. 
Next year we would love to welcome 
more new members to our group. 
There are no auditions to join and there is 
no requirement that you read music. All 
you need is a love of singing. 
If you are interested in giving us a try this 
information is for you. 
Rehearsals are held every Monday night 
at the CWA Hall in Wingewarra Street. 

Starting time is 7:30pm. 
For more information contact: 

Myra on 0428 129 743 or 
Bob on 0429 151 051 or 

Michele on 0428 680 775 
For more information about Sing 

Australia go to our new web site at 
www.singaustralia.com.au 

We wish everyone a very 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE - DUBBO 

ANNUAL OPEN DAYS 

http://www.dubbo.u3anet.org.au/
http://www.singaustralia.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
Dubbo Art and Craft Society 

Cottage Shop & Gallery 

137 Cobra St Dubbo 

 For that very special Christmas gift! 
 

Come in and browse a selection of Dubbo's finest arts. 
Including: Paintings, Silverwork, Embroidery, Woodwork, China 

Painting, Folk Art, Spinning, Weaving and knitting. 
 

Open 10am Most Days 

'If the flags are out - there's art about' 
 

Please also ask for information  
regarding craft groups and activities available in our centre 

Dubbo’s very own Independent Craft Cottage 
Phone:  6881 6410 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Will be held at the Dubbo Uniting Church 

Monday 16 to Friday 20 December 2013 
1.00pm to 1.30pm 

 

Including a variety of piano, violin, trumpet, 

flute, clarinet, vocal and dance,  

and our beautiful pipe organ. 
 

Prepare yourself for a relaxing time  

at our free Christmas Concert  

proudly presented by the Dubbo Uniting Church 

 

Phone 6885 4200 for more information 

        Christmas  

     Lunchtime Concerts 

 

 

 Greetings and blessings of the season 

                        From the 

            Dubbo Uniting Church 

 

 

Coming 
in 2014 

 

 

 

 

Madame Butterfly 

Calender Girls 

Girls in Grey 

The Magic Flute 

Get your Subscription Season Booklet 
Now from the DRTCC! 

Or book online at www.drtcc.com.au 
Dubbo Artz Individual Members are 

entitled to Concession Tickets! 
  

http://www.drtcc.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                     Dubbo Regional Theatre and Convention Centre 
www.drtcc.com.au 

 
2014 SEASON OF SHOWS 

 The Dubbo Regional Theatre and Convention Centre’s 2014 theme  
and season of 25 touring shows was unveiled by Manager Alan  
Youngson and Operations Co-ordinator, Linda Christof on Sunday 17  
November with a 90 minute variety concert featuring five of the guest  
artists who will be performing next year. 
DRTCC’s innovative theme, EXPLORE.... Love, Peace and War is to  
mark the Centenary of World War 1.  We decided that our 2014  
season of shows should portray the various ways in which these 
 inter-related concepts can be represented by choreographers,  
playwrights and musicians.  
  
The 2014 season will feature national and internationally  
acclaimed shows  such as Sydney Dance Company, Oz Opera’s  
The Magic Flute and direct from the USA, The Glenn Miller Orchestra  
and audience favourites like the Melbourne Comedy Festival as well  
as sensational singers Liza Beamish and Lachlan Baker who return to DRTCC for a third time with their new show Hit 
songs and dances of Love, Peace and War following their acclaimed performances at DRTCC’s Official Opening, Swing, 
Swoon, Sway and Fiesta of Favourites with their ballroom dance champions. 
  
The vast variety of shows include plays such as Calendar Girls, the fastest selling show in British Theatre history,; George 
Orwell’s terrifically frightening 1984 and David Williamson’s hilarious Managing Carmen about a cross-dressing, 
Brownlow medallist footy player ! 
 
 Local performing arts organisations are represented with Dubbo Theatre Company Inc.’s, Shout ! The Legend of the Wild 
One (the musical about Johnny O’Keefe); Big Band, Broadway and Beyond features Dubbo’s own 25 piece Great Western 
Plains Big Band, 2013 finalists on Australia’s got Talent Joshua and Oscar Han—young pianist and violinist extraordinaire; 
plus special guest conductor, Kellie Dickerson, Dubbo’s own internationally acclaimed Musical  Director of Wicked, Dr 
Zhivago and Legally Blonde. 
 
 Other spectacular shows include Sydney Symphony Orchestra’s, Russian Romantics; Wayne Scott Kermond in Candy Man 
- the song and dance celebration of Sammy Davis Jr.: The Ultimate Entertainer: Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony;  Madame 
Butterfly; The Magic of Dame Vera Lynn and children’s shows Wombat Stew– the musical, The Gruffalo and The 13th 
Story Treehouse. 
 
Subscriptions are available on-line and at the Box Office until 10 January 2014.  Single tickets are available to the general 
public from 13 January 2014 onwards. 
To make purchasing subscriptions more affordable, the price of plays has been reduced enabling you to select five plays if 
you wish and then use your Subscription Member Card to obtain further subscriber shows throughout the year on shows 
marked with the DRTCC in the Season Brochure. Or alternatively, use your Dubbo Artz Membership Card to purchase 
single tickets at the concession price after 10 January. 
 
As members of Dubbo Artz and enthusiasts of DRTCC, please feel free to take a bundle of Season brochures to distribute 
to your networks, family and friends. 
 
From the Team 
 

 

 

 

http://www.drtcc.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Local folkies have enjoyed 2013, with regular 

monthly sessions of live music (open to all), a great 

vocal workshop and other preparations for making a 

club compilation CD. 

 

Several members have attended festivals and other 

interesting events, around eastern Australia. 

Locally, DFC was delighted to deliver its special 

type of sweet music at Dundullimal in October on 

the occasion of the commissioning of the Buddah/ 

Timbrebongie Church (from 1882) for the National 

Trust. Acoustic folk music seems to be a good fit 

with a range of community activities. 

 

Last January 'Don't Mention the Wall' was presented 

by Rob and Deta from The Beez, entertainers based 

in Berlin for the past 24 years. The capacity crowd 

at the RSL gained amazing insights into the whole 

saga of the Berlin Wall, and more.  Dubbo Folk 

Club is delighted to announce that the whole BEEZ 

quartet will take the stage at the Jacaranda Room in 

the Dubbo RSL Club on Sunday, January 26, with 

classic Beez music and madcap humour....  Spooky 

Men / Tripod / Sammy J flavours. 

 

DFC looks forward to welcoming musical Deb into 

its fold. Deb owns 3 ukuleles, including one which 

is 100 years old, and undergoing restoration at the 

moment. 

 

The musical year will go out with a bang for DFC 

Inc at Wongarbon on Sunday, December 8, at the 

Ploughman's Rest Inn. Jock Webb is aware that 

folkies will request 'Margaritaville' in strident 

Jimmy Buffett style... another DFC tradition. 

 

If anyone would like to know more about Dubbo 

Folk Club, members are simply waiting to hear from 

you. Informal acoustic sessions are held, usually at 

The Western Star Hotel in North Dubbo, from 

2.30pm on the 2nd Sunday of each month. For $3 

pp. you are likely to hear sweet music from many 

places around the world. A warning; you may find 

yourself caught up in a sing-along! 

 

Dates for your Diary:   

Sunday 8 December - Wongarbon Tavern 2.30pm    

Sunday 12 January - Western Star Hotel 2.30pm  

Sunday 26 January - Dubbo RSL Club 7.30pm -   

The Beez from Berlin! 

 

Season's Greetings, and enjoy your music! 

 

Di Clifford – Secretary: 6882 0498 

 

 

 

 
After another constructive and positive year, Dubbo and District Family 
History will be taking a break over the Christmas period.  Our rooms in the 
old high school section of the cultural centre will be closed from the 14

th
 

December 2013 until the 9
th

 January 2014.  
Check out our website for more information on what is available in our 
library, or come in and check out some of the many, many publications on 
the shelves.  For a small casual member fee, or as a full member, you can 
also access many of the websites which provide useful family history.  The 
willing volunteers will also assist you in your search.  Dubbo Family 
History not only holds information on the Dubbo locality, there are also a 
huge number of publications, and lots of information on many other 
towns across Australia.  There is also an extensive library of books from 
across the world.   
If you have ancestors who were involved in World War 1, the society have 
a quarterly publication called “Digger”.  This is published locally and has 
fantastic stories about hundreds and hundreds of servicemen from 
around Australia who were involved in this terrible war arena.   
Recently, Dubbo & District Family History Society has seen an increase in 
the number of people researching local history. Each town/local area will 
hold similar records to those that are held in Dubbo, although perhaps 
not in the same format. Most family history, local history, libraries will 
hold records such as burial records, monumental Inscription records, rate 
books, electoral rolls, school Admission & Withdrawal records, newspaper 
files, history files taken from local newspapers which refer to people, 
properties, buildings and churches of each area, such as Dubbo does since 
the time the city was declared a village in 1849. 
One the gems in DDFHS collection is a mail research index that contains 
an index to every letter of enquiry that DDFHS has received since 1983. 
These files may contain one page, or 20 pages. Pedigree files, birth, death 
or marriage certificates. This is your first port of call if coming into DDFHS 
Library planning to research early families in Dubbo and district.  
Another great resource is The Great Card Index that contains a thousand 
or more cards. Cuttings mostly from newspapers, of baptisms, 
engagements, marriages, deaths, obituaries, probate records and much 
more. Where the article is too large for the card index, a BB reference can 
be found on the lower corner of the card which directs the researcher to 
an A4 folder in the other room where the longer article or full record to 
which the card index refers, can be found. And this is the place of 
discovery that might provide the vital clue that you are looking for. 
DDFHS, with the permission of the author, has indexed more than 40 local 
history books published without an index. Mostly of Dubbo and the 
Western Region. Ask a volunteer librarian to help you search the online 
catalogue to locate books held in DDFHS Library written about the area in 
which you are interested. While useless without an index, these indexes 
are an extremely valuable resource with an index. Find the book. Check 
for a small box inside the book which directs you, the researcher to the A4 
files in the book room, where the index to the particular book is located. 
In the last two weeks, two out of town researchers, one from Western 
Australia, have found mind-blowing information from information held in 
the Dubbo & District Family History Library. This is another source 
altogether that will be revealed in the next Dubbo Artz Newsletter.  
Hope to see you in the Dubbo & District Family History Library in the 
future. 
Kathy Furney and Cynthia Foley  

6882 5533 or 0427 971 232. 
 

Dubbo and 
District 

Family History 
Society 


